


1. How does Esther’s profession as a war correspondent influence her personal life?

2. How does Esther’s disappearance act as a catalyst for the protagonist’s
transformative journey?

3. What role do Esther’s letters play in unraveling the protagonist’s past mistakes
and future aspirations?

4. What does the motif of travel represent in the protagonist’s quest for meaning
and clarity?

5. How do cultural and historical references in the book, such as Islamic tradition,
contribute to the narrative?

6. Explore the symbolism of
landmarks, like the Arc de
Triomphe and the Hôtel Bristol,
in the narrative.

7. How does the inclusion of
mythological elements, such as
the story of Narcissus, enrich
the narrative?

8. What role do memory and
nostalgia play in shaping the
protagonist’s perceptions and
actions?

9. How does the narrative structure,
including flashbacks and
reflections, enhance our
understanding of the characters?

10. How are moments of epiphany
or realization presented, and
what impact do they have on
the story’s progression?

11. Explore the tension between
the public and private personas
of the characters and its
importance in the narrative.




